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By the early 21st century, vertebrate paleontologists were beginning to adopt phylogenetic taxonomy, in
which all groups are defined in such a way as to be monophyletic; that is, groups include all descendants of a
particular ancestor.
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The history of Earth concerns the development of planet Earth from its formation to the present day. Nearly
all branches of natural science have contributed to understanding of the main events of Earth's past,
characterized by constant geological change and biological evolution.
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