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World-systems theory (also known as world-systems analysis or the world-systems perspective) is a
multidisciplinary, macro-scale approach to world history and social change which emphasizes the
world-system (and not nation states) as the primary (but not exclusive) unit of social analysis.
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In world-systems theory, the semi-periphery countries (sometimes referred to as just the semi-periphery) are
the industrializing, mostly capitalist countries which are positioned between the periphery and core countries.
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