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The Crusaders (formerly the Canterbury Crusaders and officially the BNZ Crusaders due to sponsorship by
the Bank of New Zealand) are a New Zealand professional rugby union team based in Christchurch, who
compete in the Super Rugby competition.
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The Crusades were a series of religious wars sanctioned by the Latin Church in the medieval period. The
most commonly known Crusades are the campaigns in the Eastern Mediterranean aimed at recovering the
Holy Land from Muslim rule, but the term "Crusades" is also applied to other church-sanctioned campaigns.
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